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 English II   Syllabus 
Mr. Clarke
Boca Ciega High School
Email: clarkema@pcsb.org



Room number: 4-104
                                                                                                                                                           Office number: 4-241
Welcome to English II !
This course focuses on the study of literature, language and composition, in preparation for the 11th and 12th grade English courses and the 10th grade Florida Standard Assessment (FSA) reading and writing exams. Emphasis is placed on developing an understanding of literary elements, themes and on using the writing process to produce specified types of essays; advanced speaking and listening skills, vocabulary skills, study skills, reference skills, a study of mass media, and practical writing are also included. This course is aligned with Florida Standards and Pinellas County's Grade Level Expectations.  Lessons are infused with strategies which will help students to be successful in all classes. 
Materials: 
* 3 inch binder w/ 4 tabs (school-wide requirement)

     *Your binder is 15% of your quarter grade. Students will store in the 4 tabs of their binder: Bellwork, Classwork, Scales, Reflections. This organization will help in prepping for quizzes/tests and other assignments.
· Loose leaf paper
· Pens (black or blue) and Pencils
· Note cards
· Colored pencils or pens
· Highlighters 

Grading Policy: Grades will be determined using the following forms of assessment:
· Homework & Class Assignments
· Binder Use

· Quizzes (announced and unannounced)
· Tests/Exams
· Essays & Writing Prompts
· Projects (Individually and Group)
· Classroom Participation
Grading Scale:
A 90 - 100%  
B 80 - 89%

C  70 - 79%

D  60 - 69%

F
0 - 59%

Student Expectations:
1. Be Prepared. Come to class prepared and on time. Students are not permitted to leave the classroom for the first and last ten minutes of class.
2. Be Cooperative. Actively participate in class lessons, activities, and group work. Stay on task!
3. Be Responsible. Record all assignments and complete them on time. Study for tests and quizzes.
4. Be Diligent. We work from bell to bell. The teacher will dismiss class, not the bell.
5. Be Respectful. Be respectful of yourself, others, and the classroom. Any behavior that is considered rude or disrespectful, including inappropriate language or comments, will result in disciplinary action.
Student Conduct:
Due to the large amount of course content and increased rigor of state assessments required to graduate, all students will conduct themselves in accordance with the Fundamental SWAS behavior expectations and classroom rules. Students are given a verbal redirection followed by three warnings to correct behavior before being given a referral; behavior that is preventing others from learning will NOT be tolerated.
Cell Phone & Electronic Devices:
All cell phones and electronic devices are to be off and out of sight during the school day. Putting your phone on
 “ vib ra te” is not co nsid ered turning it o ff. In accordance with school policy, if a phone or electronic device is seen, a referral will be issued. Consider this your warning for the rest of the school year.
Tardiness:
The Boca Ciega tardy policy will be enforced without exception. 
Attendance & Make up Policy:
Attendance is extremely important as students will attend this course 2-3 times a week on our Block schedule; one absence can cause students to fall behind. Students must make arrangements to make up missing work when they return from an absence. Students are able to review lessons for the days missed on the www.bocaciega.org website. Proactive students may wish to use the online e-book text to make up work while at home. Students have the same number of days that you were absent to make up any missed work unless other arrangements have been made with the teacher.  If you miss a test, or quiz, you must make arrangements to make up the test/quiz when you return.    

Late Work:
Per Boca Ciega High School’s policy, NO LATE WORK WILL BE ACCEPTED! 
Extra Help:
I am available 30 minutes before and after school, as well as during lunch, for any questions or help. Please do not be afraid to ask!
Parent Communication:
I am available at any time to discuss any questions or concerns you may have about your student’s progress. I am best reached at clarkema@pcsb.org and I return e-mails within 24-48 hours during the school week. Grades and attendance will also be available and updated regularly.



English II Letter Home
Dear Parent(s) or Guardian(s),
Hello, my name is Matthew Clarke and I will be your student’s English II teacher this year. I look forward to welcoming your student to a safe learning environment that fosters collaborative learning, teamwork, perseverance, and continued scholarship to better oneself. This will be my fifth year teaching and second year teaching at Boca Ciega High School. In addition to five years of teaching students on the Autism Spectrum, I have previously worked with students with learning disabilities, intellectual disability, emotional behavioral disorder, and second language learners of English (ESOL) in my course of study as a teacher. 
I have a zero tolerance policy of bullying of any kind; it is my wish for all students to learn in an environment that welcomes making mistakes in order to better oneself in academics and in life. I hold students to a high degree of expectation and know that they can accomplish anything they set their mind to regardless of personal background or disability. 

Your student has been informed of the requirements within the course syllabus and I encourage you to review the syllabus with your student. Please keep a copy of the syllabus for future reference.
Along with reading and analyzing various texts, students may also view diverse media including films rated by the Motion Picture Association of America. Below is a signature line and check-off box to confirm you have received this form and whether or not you wish your child to view PG and PG-13 movies related to the course. Please sign and return this sheet with your student to be turned in when he or she returns on the next scheduled class date.  If you have any questions or concerns, please contact me at any time at Clarkema@pcsb.org 
Sincerely, 
Mr. Clarke
English I - IV
ASD Teacher 
Boca Ciega High School
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Student’s Signature
Date
Primary Contact Phone
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Parent/Guardian’s Signature
Work Phone
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Parent/Guardian’s Name (Please Print)
Relationship
Other Number(s) – please specify
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Parent/Guardian E-mail Address
My student is allowed to watch PG & PG-13 movies that are related to course content YES
NO


