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 English I   Syllabus 
Mr. Odom
Boca Ciega High School
Email: odoma@pcsb.org



Room number: 4-114
Welcome to English I  !
This course focuses on the study of literature, language and composition, in preparation for 10th, 11th and 12th grade English courses and the 10th grade Florida Standard Assessment (FSA) reading and writing exams. Emphasis is placed on developing an understanding of literary elements, themes and on using the writing process to produce specified types of essays; advanced speaking and listening skills, vocabulary skills, study skills, reference skills, a study of mass media, and practical writing are also included. This course is aligned with Florida Standards and Pinellas County's Grade Level Expectations.  Lessons are infused with strategies which will help students to be successful in all classes. 
English I (Honors) Mission Statement: The mission of our class is to provide all students meaningful learning in a safe and supportive environment, focused on preparation and pride, while empowering them to become productive citizens.

Honors Student Commitment: Students in my English I Honors course will throughout the course of the year, conduct themselves in a manner conducive to their social and educational well-being. Anything otherwise will not be tolerated.
Materials: 
* 3 inch binder w/ 2 tabs (preferably with pockets) If you are an AVID student you may use a section of your AVID binder. Your binder is 15% of your quarter grade: (classwork/homework-assessments/quizzes)
· Lots of college rule composition paper (for English use only)
· Pens (blue or black ink) and Pencils
Grading Policy: Grades will be determined using the following forms of assessment:
· Homework & Class Assignments
· Quizzes (announced and unannounced)
· Tests/Exams
· Essays & Writing Assignments
· Projects (group & individual)
· Classroom Participation
Grading Scale:
A 90 - 100%  
B 80 - 89%

C  70 - 79%

D  60 - 69%

F
0 - 59%

Student Expectations:
1. Be Prepared. Come to class prepared and on time. Students are not permitted to leave the classroom for the first and last ten minutes of class.
2. Be Cooperative. Actively participate in class lessons, activities, and group work. Stay on task!
3. Be Responsible. Record all assignments and complete them on time. Study for tests and quizzes.
4. Be Diligent. We work from bell to bell. The teacher will dismiss class, not the bell.
5. Be Respectful. Be respectful of yourself, others, and the classroom. Any behavior that is considered rude or disrespectful, including inappropriate language or comments, will result in disciplinary action.
Student Conduct:
All students will conduct themselves in accordance with the Fundamental SWAS behavior expectations, as well as the classroom rules. We must cover a large amount of content this year, especially with the changed and more rigorous state assessments required for graduation. Behavior that is preventing anyone from learning will NOT be tolerated.
Cell Phone & Electronic Devices:
Cell phones are allowed in my class…but under several circumstances. Cell phones are not allowed to be used during my class instruction..(during learning lectures, listening comprehension activities). If your cell phone becomes disruptive, you will be given two warnings. If there is a third warning, I will ask you to put your phone away, and your privilege will be taken away completely.
Tardiness:
The Boca Ciega tardy policy will be enforced without exception. After the bell, students will not be admitted without a tardy slip.  Tardy students will report to the administrative office in 1-038 (Mrs. Van Dora) and will be given a one hour detention. Traditional students (Dr. Craun) 4- 126
Attendance & Make up Policy:
Attendance is extremely important.  On the block schedule, students attend this course 2-3 times a week.  Thus, one absence can cause students to fall behind. When you are absent, on the day you return you must make arrangements for any make up work that you have missed.  Arranging to make up assignments is the student’s responsibility. You have the same number of days that you were absent to make up any missed work unless other arrangements are made with Mr. Odom.  If you miss a test, or quiz, you must make arrangements to make up the test/quiz on the first day of your return.    

School Board Policy 5440:  Students attending field trips or other school-sponsored student activities not related to the class missed may earn credit by making up all work missed.  

School Board Policy 5500.05:  After an absence, the student must arrange with the teacher for any make-up work.  Students have the same number of days they were absent to make up their work except in the instance of some long-term secondary school assignments.  Work made up after an UNEXCUSED absence must be dropped a letter grade in high school.  
Late Work:
Per Boca Ciega High School’s policy, NO LATE WORK WILL BE ACCEPTED! Teacher may accept late work for 50% credit, but the decision would be situationally based, and only the teacher’s decision.
Extra Help:
I strongly encourage any student who needs or wants extra help to see me.  
Parent Communication:
Parents are encouraged to contact me anytime they have questions or concerns regarding their child’s progress. Grades and attendance will also be available and updated regularly.
Wish List:
~Hand sanitizer
~Printer paper (white, pink, yellow, light blue, light green)
~Kleenex

~Construction paper
English I Course Outline
Please remember this is subject to change.
This year will be divided into thematic units. Each unit will include short stories, poems, speeches, blogs, and other nonfiction texts as well as video and audio enhancements. Many fiction and nonfiction pieces connect to other subject areas. Our focus will be on mastering standards and strategies students will need to be successful in high school and beyond. Some of the units below we may not reach by the end of the year.
Unit 1: Finding Common Ground:
· Novel: To Kill a Mockingbird (summer)
· Short stories
· Argument
· Blog
· Essay
· Poem
Unit 2: The Struggle for Freedom
· Speeches
· Diary
· Memoir
· Short Stories
· Graphic novel excerpt
· Novel: TBD
Unit 3: The Bonds Between Us
· Short stories
· Poems
· Public Service Announcement

Unit 4: Sweet Sorrow
· The Tragedy of Romeo and Juliet
· Essay
· Poem
· Myth
· Short story
Unit 5: Heroes and Quests
· Excerpts from The Odyssey
· Argument
· Poem
· Travel Writings
Assessments:
· Write Score Practice Test: Sept & Jan
· FSA Practice Test: Sept/Oct & Dec/Jan
· FSA Writing: March
· FSA ELA: April/May
English I  Parent Letter
Dear Parent or Guardian,
Hello! I am so excited to be your child’s English I teacher this year! This is my 20th year teaching in Pinellas County Schools as a English/ Language Arts teacher.  I have taught at the middle school and high school levels and look forward to working with you to help your student to be successful in my class and in high school. I believe all students have the capacity to learn but must take responsibility for their own learning at the high school level. One of my goals is to help your child take ownership of their learning and actions and guide them into becoming a productive member of society.
I firmly believe that life-long success depends on self-discipline. The behavior and discipline policy has been developed to help your child manage his or her own behavior and will be in effect at all times. Your child deserves to be a part of a class that has a positive educational climate and is not disturbed by behaviors that prohibit the learning process. This class is held to a high standard, which means we have a lot of content to cover in the short time we are given; therefore students who are not able to conduct themselves in a manner that benefits the class or prevents other students from learning will face behavioral consequences. 
Your student has been informed of the course syllabus in its entirety, including the discipline policy, but I would appreciate it if you would review the course syllabus with your child. Please keep the attached syllabus for future reference in the event that any questions arise.
Please, sign and return this page by (the next day your child has my class). I will be communicating with you throughout the year to keep you aware of your child’s progress. Please feel free to contact me at any time.
Sincerely, 
Mr. Odom

English. I (H) Teacher 
The Boca Ciega High School
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Student’s Signature
Date
Primary Contact Phone
 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 




[image: image3]
Parent/Guardian’s Signature
Work Phone
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Parent/Guardian’s Name (Please Print)
Relationship
Other Number(s) – please specify
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Parent/Guardian E-mail Address
My child is allowed to watch PG & PG-13 movies that are related to course content YES
NO


