 Marine Biology/Environmental Science
Mr. Ronald Spataro

Class Policies, Rules and General Information
REQUIRED DAILY MATERIALS: (Bring these every day)
·  Marine Biology/Environmental Science Text Book
· Notebook
· College Ruled Paper
· 
· Pen (Black or Blue only) and Pencil
· Colored Pencils 

· Glue stick
GRADES
A. Grades will be based on an accumulation of points during each nine-week grading period.

B. Points can be accumulated in the following areas:
Major tests & Quizzes (10 to 100points)
Lab or Research projects (10 to 100 points )
Graphic Organizers (15 to 100 points)
Two Weeks of  Bell work Questions (25 points)


Assignments - homework and class (Varies from 10 to 150 points)


Original writing – Quick Writes and current events (Varies from 10 to 100 points)
C. 
D. 
E. Grading Scale:

90 - 100%    A

80 -   89%    B

70 -   79%    C

60 -   69%    D

Below 60%  F

F. Late Assignments - Students will receive Partial credit for any late assignment.

G. 
H. Students that turn in an assignment that is not in the correct format will be given one chance to fix their work, and turn it in by the next day.  If it is not corrected you will receive a zero.

· Correct heading 

· Blue or black pen or pencil

· White college ruled paper
· Correct format for the assignment (examples will be given)
· 
EXTRA CREDIT RULES
A. I give ample chances to earn extra credit if you attend class.  You may not make up extra credit work.  Attendance is important and you must come to class.
B. 
C. If you receive one referral or two detentions you will forfeit all extra credit and not be eligible for any that semester (not nine weeks).  Getting a referral will forfeit all pass privileges.

D. You must have at least a 60% D in the class at the end of a nine weeks to apply any extra credit.  This means that if you are not passing the class you cannot raise your grade to passing through extra credit.
ABSENCES & TARDIES
A. It is important for students to be present in class in order to learn and understand the topics we are studying.  Absences can mean missing out on valuable information necessary to do well in the course.

B.  
C. According to school policy, students who are tardy will not be admitted to class and must report to I.C. for a pass.  It is important that students learn the importance of taking responsibility for their own actions.
D. 
MAKE-UP WORK 
A. The number of days a student has to complete any make-up work is equal to the number of days the student was absent.  This only applies to work given while you were gone.  It is the responsibility of the STUDENT to come to see me on the first day she/he returns to school to make arrangements for the make-up work.  Assignments not made up will receive a zero.  Any work given prior to your absence is due on the day that you return.
B




.
Make-up tests, quizzes, homework, etc. may or may not be the same as those given to the other students.
C.
If you are absent on the day that an assignment is due or a test is given, it will be due ON THE DAY THAT YOU RETURN.  Absent means that you are gone the entire day.  If you are at school any part of the day, the assignment is due even if you did not attend the class.  (Skipping or Ditching = no credit). (Exception: leaving school early with a parent or guardian)


B. 





SPECIAL HINTS
· Take good notes and use them to study.  Learn good study habits. (practice makes perfect)
· Use your class time wisely and you will probably have little or no homework.
· You must work in my class.  There is very little time for socializing.  Be successful, be on task!
· Try not to fall behind.  Please come to me and ask for help!

· Don't be afraid to ask questions.  As the saying goes, "No question is a stupid question".

· If you are having a problem outside my class don't assume that I am aware of it.  Come and talk to me.
RULES  (Classroom and School)
A.  "The Primary Rule is to treat all people and property with respect at all times."
B. Students are expected to adhere to the regulations stated in the Code of Student Conduct and the “Master Discipline Plan” in the Dixie Hollins Handbook.  Specific attention will be given to the following rules.

· Dress Code

· No electronic devices (Cell Phones, tablets  Etc…) Unless I give you permission to use them for an assignment.
· No Head Coverings.
· Do not Disrupt the other students or teacher.
C. My Classroom rules
· Be Respectful to yourself and others.

· Be in your seats before the bell rings and stay in your assigned seats during the class period.

· No Profanity or Horseplay will be tolerated.
· In cases of academic dishonesty students will receive a zero for the assignment. Cheating that involves one student letting another copy work will result in both being awarded a zero.
· No disrespect or discourteous behavior will be accepted.
· No throwing paper balls or other objects.

· Do not leave trash on the floor.

· Raise your hand to talk and walk.
CONSEQUENCES – Discipline Policy
· I will follow the guidelines found in the schools “Master Discipline Plan”.

· Polite verbal request from teacher

· Second verbal request from teacher

· Discipline Plan is implemented.   Detention - Detentions are served after school the next day after the infraction.  It will be your parent’s responsibility to provide transportation home.  If not served it will be rescheduled and I will contact your parent/guardian.

· Guidance/Behavior referral is issued (if situation is appropriate).

· Administrative referral is issued; parent will be contacted again. 

· Referrals to an administrator will be automatic for large infractions of the rules.




AGREEMENT (10 extra credit points)
Below is a space for both student and parent to sign regarding class requirements and procedures. 

Students, please provide your name and signature on the lines provided.  Parents, please provide your name, signature and a telephone number with the best times to reach you.
Please Print 
_________________________________              _____________________________________

Student
Name


 

Parent/Guardian Name 
_________________________________              _____________________________________

Student Signature 



 Parent/Guardian Signature 





_____________________________________


Parent/Guardian Home Phone Number


_____________________________________


Parent/Guardian Work Phone Number


_____________________________________


Best time to call
Please detach and save to contact me about anything.
My school email is: spataror.pcsb.org
I have voice mail but check it infrequently.  The best way to reach me is through my
email.  If you have any questions or concerns please contact me.  I will always try and 
respond promptly
 

Thank you, 

Coach Spataro
